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Key Individuals:

►Ms Poole, Deputy Headteacher

►Miss Thompson, Assistant Headteacher SENCO 

►Mr Harris, Key Stage Director

►Curriculum Leaders

►Widening Participation Team from Sussex University
Advice and Guidance on University



Purpose of the evening …..

►To outline the current Government’s position on 
education

►To receive guidance on how to go through the 
Options process

►To provide an opportunity to speak with Curriculum 
Leaders and students in options subjects



Changes to Key Stage Four 
Curriculum

• All GCSEs have been reformed.

• All GCSE subjects are more challenging and include 
more subject content.

• Some subjects have more exams. 

• All GCSEs are graded 9-1.

• Grade 7 is the equivalent to an A grade.

• A Grade 4 is recognised as a standard pass and a 
Grade 5 as a good pass. 

• Post 16 providers will require a Grade 5 in both 
English and Maths for Level 3 courses.

• Students failing to achieve a Grade 4 in English or 
Maths will have to retake. 



The English Baccalaureate 

• A collection of key subjects that the Government uses to measure quality in 
educational achievement. 

• The EBaccmeasures the number of students currently achieving GCSE 
passes in English, Maths, at least two Sciences, a Humanities subject 
(either History or Geography) and a Modern Foreign Language.

• Taking these subjects demonstrates students have studied a broad range of 
subjects, showing a range of skills and talents.

• It is particularly important for those students who will eventually be 
considering going to University. 



Your Key Stage Four Curriculum - Compulsory
English Maths Science MFL Option CORE PE

English 
Language 

GCSE
English

Literature 
GCSE

Maths GCSE Triple Science 
(GCSEs in Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics) 
or

Combined Science 
(2 GCSEs)

French

German

Spanish

(Dual Linguists ς
Twilight class)

5 periods a 
week

2 GCSEs

5 periods a 
week

1 GCSE

6 periods
a week

2-3 GCSEs

3 periods 
a week

1-2 GCSEs

2 periods
a week

Non Exam
21 lessons in total
PSHE and Beliefs & Ethics will be covered through tutor time, assemblies and calendared drop down days in Y10 ς
Relationships Day, Enterprise Day and an Ethics Day



Subject VLanguage 
Option

Humanities 
Option A 

Free Choice
Option B

Free Choice
Option C

3 lessons per week

French, German 
or Spanish

Beliefs & Ethics,

Geography or

History

Art and Design, Beliefs and 

Ethics, Business, Computer 

Science, Dance, Design 

Technology, Drama, Food 

Preparation & Nutrition, GCSE 

PE, Geography, History, Music, 

Photography

Qualifications 1 GCSE 1 GCSE 1 GCSE 1 GCSE

The Options
Dance, PE, 
Food, DT
Drama, Music, 
Art
Photography



VSince the start of Y9 students have been studying their MFL option

VEnglish, Maths and Science are compulsory

VTriple Science or Combined Science will be decided by the Science team and you will 
be informed later this year!

• You must choose a Humanity subject - Beliefs & Ethics or History or Geography 

• You may choose another Humanity subject in your free option choice blocks

• Computer Science requires a predicted Grade 6+ (maths)

• You may not choose Art and Photography

• You may not choose DT and Photography

• We reserve the right to limit you to one Technology option

• Music requires you to play an instrument to a good standard –ask Mr Baxter if 
unsure!

• GCSE PE requires you to play a sport outside school at club level –speak to Ms 
Maynard!

Important Notes



► The school reserves the right to guide students towards certain subjects which 
we feel better suit them

► Courses with a low uptake may not run and so students will be guided to other 
subjects

► If a subject is over subscribed students may be asked to take their reserve 
subject 

► Consider your reserve choices carefully!

► Once choices are made and a course has been embarked upon there is very little 
flexibility in changing course

Finally - The Small Print



► Y9 PSHE Lessons

►KS4 subjects and possible choices 

►Future career ideas

►Where to find help and support

► Focussed assemblies

► Taster lessons

► Trial run!

► KS3 Tutor/Parents’ evening 

► Spring Progress Report

Process so far!



Make the Right Choices for You!



Doôsand Donôts

►Are some subjects easier than others?

►What subjects will help me in my chosen career?

►Which subjects suit my abilities/learning styles?

►Should I choose subjects I’m doing well in?

►Should I try something new?

►Should I choose different types of subjects?

►What are my friends doing?

►Who are my favourite teachers?



►Do consider what type of learner you are

Some Doôs

All subjects require literacy skills. You all need to be Word Smart.

Some subjects lend themselves to other specific skills which you may 
be particularly good at!

Computer Science
Photography
Food Preparation & Nutrition
Business 
History
Geography
Beliefs & Ethics

Music
Art and Design
GCSE PE
Drama
Dance
Design Technology

Are some subjects easier than others?
Ofqualsays no, but you may find some subjects easier than others



►Do choose subjects you enjoy and have an interest in

Some Doôs

• You’re likely to work harder when you’re 
enjoying the content

• You’re more likely to succeedas a result

• You could end up with a careerlinked to 
subjects you enjoy



►Donôtchoose a subject just because your friend is doing it

Some Donôts

• Think for yourself … your friends are unlikely to be with 
you at college, university, work

• Your friends could be in different sets/classes anyway



►Donôtchoose a subject because you get on well with 
your teacher

• You never know who you’ll get!

Some Donôts



Checklist…….

►KS4 Courses Booklet ïwebsite or Mr Mayhew

►Options Form (green)

►Speak to Curriculum Leaderstonight

►Speak to our students!

►Email Mrs Bodner for further advice or to make an appointment



Please return your options form tonight 
or 

in an envelope addressed:
‘Ms Poole – KS4 Options’
to Student Services by

Thursday 15th February 2019
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