
chaileyschool.org/newbuilding

The project team behind plans for a new building at Chailey School is delighted 

to share their revised vision with you today.  Following a successful bid by East 

Sussex County Council, Chailey School has been selected to have a new building 

funded by the Department for Education. 

The planned new building will transform the learning environment for all 

our students and staff and enable us to provide more opportunities for the 
community to share our facilities.   

Before we submit our planning application we welcome feedback from the 

community.  Please share your views via chaileyschool.org/newbuilding or by 

filling in one of the feedback forms available here today.  

If you have friends or family who were unable to attend, the exhibition display 

will be available on our website after the exhibitions.

Welcome

Our proposal

Provision of a  

modern, sustainable 

secondary school 

Reduced maintenance costs 

for school therefore increasing 

funding for education 

Enhanced teaching  

and learning 

environment 

Meets latest energy efficiency 
standards and reduces energy 

consumption 

More opportunity for 

community use of 

facilities 

Comprehensive construction 

and demolition management 

plan 

Amendments to site 

layout to lessen impact  

on residential amenity 

Rationalised external space 

and play areas 

Improved building 

design and appearance 

Aerial view of proposal 
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Aerial view of rear of the proposed building 

Department for Education - The Department for Education (DfE) is responsible for 

children’s services and education, including early years, schools, higher and further 

education policy, apprenticeships and wider skills in England and is responsible for the 

funding of Chailey School’s new building.

Chailey School has a unique atmosphere reflecting the core commitment to ‘every 
young person and every adult in our school achieving more than they ever thought 

possible’.  Local children will benefit from the new building plans which will become an 
asset the community can be proud of for years to come.

Contractor  - Bowmer + Kirkland are appointed to the DfE’s national construction 

framework and are the contractor selected under this framework to construct the Chailey 

School project. Bowmer + Kirkland are one of the UK’s largest privately owned construction 

contractors and are active in most market sectors, including education. As main contractor 

for the scheme Bowmer + Kirkland will manage all aspects of the project to ensure the works 

are carried out safely, on time, to the right quality and with the least disruption possible to 

neighbours. 

Architect - Jestico + Whiles is an employee-owned international architecture and interior 

design practice based in London and Prague. Its talented team of over 100 people has 

completed major projects throughout the UK and across the world. It has proven expertise 

in excellent, sustainable design across a wide range of sectors: housing, hotels, education, 

offices, retail, research, transport, and cultural facilities. 

Planning consultant - DPP Planning are a national town planning consultancy advising 

both public and private agencies on the delivery of development projects. DPP are advising 

B+K and DfE on the Chailey School proposals. Our role is to manage the planning process, 

advise on planning issues raised and to liaise with planning of officers at Lewes District 
Council.

Landscape Architects - Ares have worked with Bowmer + Kirkland in collaboration with the 

DfE for many years to develop and create site masterplans and successful educational external 

spaces throughout the UK. Ares have forged a relationship with Bowmer + Kirkland that has 

helped define effective and successful educational sites each unique for the individual schools 
needs. Working very closely with Jestico + Whiles and the design team, Ares have developed 

a scheme for Chailey School that has maximised the potential of the site and delivers on the 

aspirations of the schools. 

Community engagement - Stonyrock are working with the project team and Chailey 

School to facilitate the community engagement on the proposals. Stonyrock provide 

clients with the tools to engage with neighbourhoods throughout the planning process 

from scheme conception to completion. By enabling conversations we help the project 

team understand the views of residents and other stakeholders. 

Stonyrock

Project team 
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Why does Chailey School need a new building?

The proposed layout of the site has been carefully considered during the design 

process to take into account the restrictions of the site, the setting and the 

requirement for the school to remain on site during construction.

Access to the site will be unaltered, although a temporary access will be formed to 

facilitate construction traffic on Mill Lane, adjacent to the sports building which is 
to be retained. 

Chailey School is currently housed 

in very old buildings which were 

constructed over sixty years ago, 

while the buildings have been added 

to over the years, the main buildings 

are tired and in need of significant 
investment or replacement. 

The buildings contain asbestos, the toilets are in very poor condition, 

the bricks are cracking and the timber is decaying.  The school relies on 

substandard temporary cabins which have been used for many years longer 

than their usual lifecycle. Frequent breakdowns in the heating system have 

left some rooms unusable in winter.

Temporary buildings will be erected on the new MUGA to allow 
uninterrupted teaching while work is carried out. In order to minimise 

disruption to the operation of the school the east wing of the building is to 

be demolished first. This allows for the main extent of the teaching building 
to be retained and used while the new school buildings are constructed. 

The remaining extent of the buildings being replaced will be demolished at 

the end of the construction programme.

Site layout 
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Our architects have followed a comprehensive set of design principles in order to 

deliver an inspiring and sustainable place to learn and teach. The design includes; 

A new high-quality school building of 4742m2 (Gross Internal Floor Area) 

Improvements to the school grounds, creating more workable outdoor 

play-space and new MUGA

Modern ICT facilities, classroom fittings and furniture

Improvements to parking; new disabled parking and electric car  

charging point

Safe pedestrian access and increased cycle parking provision

Provision for a range of community uses, with drama and activity studios, 

hall, library and dining hall available out-of-hours

Proposed front entrance

Proposed courtyard at rear of building

Design
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The new building’s internal layout has been designed to match the demands of 

the modern curriculum and will enable the school to make significant savings in 
running costs.

Proposed library, dining and central stairs

Ground floor plan

First floor planLower ground floor plan

Interior design
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Site safety and access

In responding to feedback from the previous application, the site layout, building 

design, height and appearance have been changed. The site plan above shows 

how the position of the new building has changed through the design process.  

The revised scheme presented today is the red footprint outline.

We would like to reassure our neighbours and the school community that 

we have undertaken comprehensive site safety and access assessments.

Bowmer + Kirkland have extensive experience of managing new school 

construction sites where the school remains open.  Our programme carefully 

considers the needs of the school (for example exam timetables and school 

holidays) and will adapt our construction programme accordingly.

The planned access to the site has been carefully considered in 

collaboration with East Sussex County Council highways department.   

The project will be registered with the Considerate Constructors Scheme.
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Responding to the community 
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Site plan showing changes to building position

Community partners
The new building will have a variety of facilities available for community 

use. We are asking groups to register their interest so we can maximise the 

wider public benefit. If you run or are involved in a sports, dance, drama or 
any other kind of club please let us know more about how their use would 

most benefit your organisation. 



Next steps
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The information provided here today will be available on the school website 

after the exhibition.

The closing date to share your views ahead of submission of the plans  

is 21st December 2018.

We will carefully review all feedback received before submitting our planning 

application early next year.

Lewes District Council will make the detailed planning application documents 

available on their website for you to comment on.

We will provide a link to the finalised plans via our update email and on the 
school website with guidance on submitting your comments.

If the Council approve our proposals we aim to start on site in summer 2019.

Please share your views

Please provide your comments on the feedback form provided here today 

or online at chaileyschool.org/newbuilding

You can also register to receive update emails on our plans via  

newbuilding@chaileyschool.org   

Thank you for coming to our exhibition.

New building elevations


