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Welcome to Chailey School
A child’s experience at school plays a crucial part in shaping the adult he or she will become.
Choosing a secondary school is a key decision for any parent or carer.  

This is a responsibility that everyone at Chailey School takes seriously.  It is reflected in our 
school motto:  ‘Committed to the success of each student’ and is demonstrated in our day-to-
day work with, and for, our students.

Our students travel on school transport from a wide area – attracted by the care and support of 
a small school with high achievement and excellent opportunities.

From the time our young people join Chailey until the day they leave; they can be certain 
that their talents, abilities and needs form the focus of what we do.  The School exists for the 
students – it is their future that staff, parents and governors invest in.

Chailey School is a learning community – for our students and our staff.  Our vision is of:  ‘every 
young person and every adult in our school achieving more than they ever thought possible’.

We place a strong emphasis on staff and students working together, both in and out of the 
classroom.  Staff at Chailey go the extra mile to make the difference between success and 
failure. 

We believe that these relationships lie at the root of the education we offer: it is our core 
purpose to prepare every child – academically and socially – for the world beyond school.  

Traditional values - courtesy, respect, a smart appearance, tolerance, consideration and self-
discipline - underpin the life of our school.  We have high expectations of students in both their 
work and behaviour.  In this respect, as in others, the partnership between the school, parents, 
carers and our excellent governing body is all-important.  

We know that our students are the future.  We seek to broaden their horizons by offering them 
a variety of opportunities and experiences.  We want our young people to be curious and 
adventurous; interested in, and excited by, what lies beyond our shores.

We are very proud of our students and our school.  The pages that follow will give you a 
snapshot of life in our community, of the wealth of experiences that students enjoy.  

I hope they will also give you a flavour of what visitors to our school discover, and encourage 
you to come and see us at work. 

I look forward to meeting you.

Lesley Young
Headteacher

Every young person 
and every adult 
in our school achieving 
more than they ever 
thought possible.



We have high expectations 
of our students.  High 
expectations = high 
challenge and with high 
levels of support, advice 
and guidance we achieve 
high results with students of 
all abilities.

We know that some students 
take more readily to academic 
work than others.  We know 
too that those who are most 
comfortable with a pen in 
their hands don’t always 
enjoy practical subjects. Some 
fortunate people, of course, 
are good at everything!

Our students are as diverse 
in their talents and abilities 
as any cross-section of 
society.  For every hundred 
students who come to Chailey 
School we see one hundred 
individuals. 

Our measure of success is 
how effectively we help 
each of those individuals to 
fulfil his or her potential.  

Treating our students as 
individuals means fostering a 
culture in which we respect 
our young people for what 
they can do and help them 
to improve on what they find 
difficult.  Therefore, we use a 
range of teaching methods 
and strategies, set work to 
match their abilities and help 
each one of them to make 
progress.  

Learning to Succeed



The Inclusion Team work with teachers and Teaching Assistants to 
ensure that students get the help they require, whatever their abilities. 
The Learning Support Unit provides a quiet, well-resourced area for 
private or assisted study. 

Teachers and Teaching Assistants take great pleasure in watching students 
make progress, particularly when that progress is the reward for effort 
and patience.  Extra support is always available to all students such as our 
homework club which is well-attended, friendly and successful.  

Our Gifted and Talented programme identifies students of exceptional ability 
and faculties build extra challenge into their work as appropriate. In addition, 
a number of special events are organised in a typical year to stimulate further 
these students’ interests and strengths. 

It is this positive approach to students of all abilities that makes Chailey 
such a warm, energetic and encouraging school. 

Learning to Succeed

“The school was extremely welcoming, the staff were 
friendly and approachable and clearly had a good 
relationship with the children they teach.”

(Prospective parent)

succeed



We offer our students a modern, stimulating learning 
environment.  In recent years we have made a huge 
investment in every aspect of teaching and learning.   

All teaching rooms have interactive whiteboards and the 
latest resources and a programme of building work and 
renovations has upgraded our Library, Science labs, ICT 
facilities, Sports Hall and many other areas of the school.  We 
haven’t overlooked our outdoor areas either, with a new 
cricket pitch and playground with a new surface and facilities 
for tennis and other outdoor games.

We continue to plan and make improvements. We are 
not a school that stands still. 

“I am just writing to thank 
you and all your staff for the 
happy, positive and inspiring 
experience that he has had.”

(Parent of a Year 11 student)
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Learning to Achieve



Our Curriculum
Students follow a balanced 
curriculum, not just to meet the 
National Curriculum, but also to 
give them the chance to achieve 
in every subject area.

At Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) all 
students learn the same subjects. 
For some of these subjects they are 
organised into sets, based on their 
needs and abilities. All students 
study two foreign languages.

Learning to Achieve
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At Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) students work towards GCSE 
examinations.  Along with our core subjects (English, Mathematics, 
Science, a modern foreign language and RE) we also offer students 
the choice of three further GCSE courses so that they can follow 
their particular interests and talents.  For some students we offer a 
vocational programme to go with the GCSE programme. Physical 
Education plays a big part in the life of our school.   As well as 
timetabled PE, students have the chance to take part in many 
extra-curricular clubs and coaching sessions.  Our School Sports              
Co-ordinator promotes participation in a variety of physical activities.

“I would like to thank all 
the teachers at Chailey who 
encouraged me to pursue my 
interest in Archaeology.”

(Former student now studying 
at Cambridge University)

Learning to Achieve
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Information and 
Communication 
Technology, Citizenship, 
and Personal, Social and 
Health Education are 
integral to the curriculum 
throughout the school. 

Homework is an important 
part of every student’s 
learning.  As well as 
reinforcing what happens 
in the classroom, it helps to 
develop self-discipline and 
resourcefulness.  To assist 
in homework and revision 
we have a well-developed 
Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE) where students can 
access resources outside of 
school hours.

Learning to Achieve

achieve



Our Staff
Students aren’t the only 
learners at Chailey.  Our 
staff are committed to 
their own learning so 
that they keep their 
knowledge and skills up-
to-date.  

Working together they 
develop ideas and share 
expertise – all so that our 
students have the best 
possible teaching and 
learning opportunities 
available to them.   

Chailey staff are generous 
not only in the time and 
support they give to the 
students but also in the 
team ethos that underpins 
how they work together all 
year round. 

“Chailey is a unique place with 
some wonderful staff and 
students.”

(Humanities Teacher)

Learning to Achieve



One of the great pleasures of 
working at Chailey School is the 
opportunity to take part in extra-
curricular activities – getting to 
know our students and each other 
outside of timetabled lessons.

There are a huge range of 
opportunities on offer and these 
examples tell only part of the story:  
Year 7 ‘Treejumpers’, theatre trips, 
work experience, college “taster” days, 
skiing trips, the legendary Year 9 camp, 
language trips to Europe, the annual 
History trip to the Western Front, the 
many trips and activities that make up 
Curriculum Enrichment Week - these 
are the events from which lasting 
memories are made.

We are always proud of the way 
our students represent the school 
especially in their longstanding 
tradition of raising money for charity.  
Their generosity and ingenuity have 
manifested themselves in many 
ways over the years.  Band nights are 
particularly popular and profitable – 
and noisy!

Taking part in musical and dramatic 
productions is another enriching 
experience.  Hours of dedicated 
rehearsal and the nerve-wracking 
thrill of stepping into the limelight 
shows young people the pleasures and 
rewards that come from combining 
talent with effort.  At these times our 
parents and carers take on their own 
roles – as unpaid taxi drivers!  Our 
annual Art and Design Technology 
exhibition showcases an amazing 
level of creativity, talent and attention 
to detail and has led to the school 
achieving the Arts Council’s Artsmark 
Award, in recognition of the work we 
do to promote all forms of the arts.

School activities, inside and outside the 
classroom, and our support through 
clubs and competitions fills our termly 
‘Chailey School News’ - it is a window 
on the life of our school and our 
students. 

Beyond the Classroom

“We have many groups that 
visit throughout the season 
but I felt I had to write, as 
your students’ behaviour and 
manners were outstanding.”

(Outdoor Activities Centre)



So what does it actually mean to be a specialist 
Languages and Humanities College?

Students, who study two modern foreign languages from 
Year 7, also have the opportunity to learn languages that 
have yet to become an established part of the school 
curriculum, such as Mandarin Chinese. 

Our Humanities specialism, with its lead subjects of English 
and Geography, also offers our students more enriching 
opportunities through field trips and special events such as 
‘Poetry Live’ and the Shakespeare Schools’  Festival. 

We place great value on developing students’  international 
and cultural awareness through a range of exciting 

experiences and opportunities.  We have links with a wide 
range of countries and offer our students, and those from 
our primary schools,  a growing number of international 
events and activities.  Our work has been recognised by the 
British Council through its International School Award. 

Our students are very aware of themselves as global citizens 
- respecting the wider world in which they live.  They work 
hard, supported by staff, on a range of Eco initiatives.  Chailey 
School has achieved the Eco Schools Silver Award as a result 
of everyone’s commitment to sustainability.

In these, and many other ways, Chailey School seeks to play 
its full part in the life and development of the community.

“This phantasmagorical 
trip was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.  I have really 
enjoyed myself throughout this 
inspirational trip.”

(Student returning from History 
trip to the Somme and Ypres)
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No matter how many revolutions, 
innovations and reforms education 
goes through, young people 
remain reassuringly the same.  
They still learn best when they 
feel happy, confident and properly 
supported. 

We don’t promise that every student 
is going to float through the entire 
Chailey experience on a cloud of pure 
contentment.  Sometimes things go 
wrong.  Sometimes people fall out with 
their friends.  Sometimes they go off 
school work - and their results go off as 
well.  An unexpected illness can affect 
progress and sap confidence. No one 
can control these things.  What we can 
do, however, is make sure that we are 
ready to give the young people in our 
care the support they  need.  

Learning with Care

We have an excellent working 
relationship with our partner 
primary schools and many links exist:  
masterclasses in mathematics and 
science; the annual primary matinee 
performance of our Christmas show; 
visits to our art and design technology 
exhibition; the junior sports festival; 
gifted and talented days in English and 
humanities to name but a few.

All this builds confidence and a sense 
of security before students start at 
Chailey.  We visit all our new intake 
students in their primary school and 
spend some time with them.  We are 
always happy to answer any questions 
they may have, no matter how big or 
small the question might seem. 

Year 6 induction days allow new 
students to meet their form tutors and 
some of their future teachers, as well as 
helping them get their bearings. 

We take particular care to introduce 
vulnerable children to life at Chailey as 
sensitively as possible.  Our Inclusion 
Team oversee their induction, ensuring 
that they not only meet selected staff 
from Chailey on a number of occasions 
but also visit us several times.  They are 
welcomed and eased into secondary 
school life.  Again, we aim to build 
confidence and a sense of belonging to 
their new school.

care



Chailey is an open school.  If parents or 
carers have any concerns about their 
child’s progress or well-being we want 
them to contact us.  We in turn will contact 
you if we are concerned for any reason.  

Form tutors quickly get to know their students 
and are mentored by them individually during 
the year.  If a student needs to seek advice or a 
confidante, the form tutor is often the person 
to whom he or she will turn.  This relationship 
lies at the root of our pastoral system. 

Form tutors work closely with Student Support 
Managers and Key Stage Directors – all of 
whom are overseen by a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team.  There is a clear structure 
within our pastoral system, ensuring that we 
act as a co-ordinated whole when dealing with 
problems. 

There are other sources of support within 
school.  Our counsellor offers students 
confidential and sympathetic advice, and time 
to talk.  Teaching Assistants are always available 
to offer help with academic or social difficulties. 

The school has a well-established and very 
successful system of peer mentoring.  Selected 
Year 11 students undergo specialist training in 
this most important skill.  Sometimes it is easier 
to confide in someone or accept advice from 
someone who is nearer your own age.

“I think Chailey School played a
very important role in making

them the young men and
women that they have become.”

(Parent of a Year 11 student)

support

Learning with Support



Learning in Partnership

“I noted a hum of busy activity and a professionalism which 
spoke volumes about the excellence of the School which 
parents and their children were entering.”

(School Governor’s reaction to Open Evening)
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We don’t leave parents out of the welcoming process.
Chailey holds annual open events, as well as a summer 
term induction evening for parents of students 
who will be joining us in the following September. 
Senior staff, teachers and form tutors are on hand to                     
answer questions.

Regular communication in a range of ways keeps parents, 
carers and staff in touch (via student planners; emails; letters; 
reports; telephone calls; face-to-face meetings and our texting 
service). You can be sure that you’ll know what is going on 
with your child.

The ‘Friends of Chailey School’ provides parents and carers with 
the opportunity to support the school in a number of ways, for 
example, at the annual Christmas Fayre.

Along with parents, carers and staff, the governors at Chailey 
School provide ongoing support and challenge to ensure 
that the students receive the best possible education. They 
share leadership of the school with the Headteacher and 
her senior team and together they set high expectations for 
achievement and behaviour.

Together students, parents, carers, staff and governors 
make a winning team.





 

We aim:
• to promote the highest  
 standards of academic  
 achievement

• to develop personal   
 responsibility and self- 
 motivation

• to stimulate a lasting   
 interest in learning

• to practise equal   
 opportunities in learning

• to build an awareness  
 of the world and a respect  
 for other cultures

• to encourage courtesy and  
 consideration

We value:
• individual achievement

• respect for self and others

• honesty

• trust

• co-operation

• excellence
 
We offer:
• security and support

• a partnership with parents

• a school in which to 
 take pride

• a caring environment

We reject:
• prejudice

• bullying

• selfishness

• dishonesty

• irresponsibility
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For further information
Please see the pack enclosed in this prospectus or 
contact the Headteacher:

Mrs Lesley Young MA (Ed)

Chailey School

Mill Lane

South Chailey

East Sussex

BN8 4PU

[t] 01273 890407

[f] 01273 890893

[e] office@chaileyschool.org

[w] www.chaileyschool.org

How to get here:
Chailey School is located adjacent to the 
A275, five miles north of Lewes.  
Contract coaches transport students to 
and from school within our immediate 
catchment area.  Service buses bring 
students from Lewes who have travelled by 
train from Brighton or other areas.  Parents 
also bring their children by car if they live in 
West Sussex beyond the coach routes.


